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been up to that time eminently creative.    It was
plain that ecclesiastical forms were about to absorb,
to smother  the  work of  Jesus,  that all the free
manifestations of the Christian life would soon be
brought to a stand.     Under the  censure  of the
episcopate,   speaking with tongues, prophecy, the
creation of legends, the production of sacred books,
will be failing and exhausted powers; the charismata
will be reduced to official sacraments.  Nevertheless,
in another sense, this transformation was the essen-
tial condition of the energy of Christianity,    And a
concentration of powers became at once necessary
when these churches grew to be tolerably numerous:
the relations between these little pious societies were
possible only so long as they had acknowledged re-
presentatives entitled to act for them.    It is besides
indisputable that, without the episcopate, churches
brought into union for a moment by the recollec-
tion  of Jesus,  would soon have been scattered.
Divergences of doctrine, differences in turn of mind?
above all, rivalries, unsatisfied self-appreciations,
would have produced their characteristic result of
disunion and  disintegration without end.     Like